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Fourth time’s the charm: USU hoping to
win again in annual blood drive battle

scary.
“I think that the thought of beating WSU in anything is
extremely appealing,” Shreve said. “Competition makes
he annual blood drive battle between Utah State
something that is uncomfortable for some, something
University and Weber State University is back
that can be fun because you get to contribute.”
again.
However, USU student Joelle Sanpei said the competiThe blood drive will be held from Sept. 6-9 in the
tion doesn’t give her motivation to donate — understandTaggart Student Center
ing how it can help others
International Lounge from
does.
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. It will be
“Universities are full of
hosted by the American
young, healthy individuals
Red Cross and the Val
who could easily donate
R. Christensen Service
blood, versus other populaCenter.
tions where individuals have
Now in its 19th year,
higher risk for donating,” she
the competition is a way
said.
to encourage students to
USU students, faculty and
donate blood — beating
Logan community members
a rival school is just an
of any blood type are highly
added bonus.
encouraged to donate.
Last year, both USU and
Individuals must be at least
WSU had goals of collect17 years old — or 16 with
ing 1,000 units of blood in
parental consent in Utah —
five days. The blood can
be in good health and meet
be distributed to any one
certain height and weight
of around 2,500 hospitals
requirements depending on
nationwide supplied by
their age. Donors are not eligithe Red Cross, but it is
ble if they have donated in the
mainly sent to treatment
last 56 days.
centers in Cache Valley.
To prepare to donate, the
According to the Red
Red Cross suggests drinking
Cross, the U.S. national
lots of water — an extra 16
blood shortage has intenounces of water is recomsified, with a 10% decline
mended before donating—
in the number of donors
and eating lots of iron-rich
since the beginning of the
foods, such as red meat or
pandemic. This year, they
poultry.
are trying to be realistic
The blood battle highly
with their goals.
encourages appointments
“Our goal is to collect
but will accept walk-ins. To
PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby
500 units of blood,” USU
schedule
an appointment,
USU student and American Red Cross school club coordinator Bridger Esplin wears his shirt for the Utah State vs Weber State Blood Donor Battle.
student and American Red
visit www.redcrossblood.org.
Cross school club coordinaAccording to Esplin, if you
tor Bridger Esplin said. “We have collected over 1,000 in
needs blood and or platelets.”
aren’t eligible or can’t make it to the annual competipast years, but donations slowed down quite a bit due to
With these statistics in mind, both schools continue to
tion, there are currently 30 other drives throughout the
the pandemic, so we are trying to build up to that point
be hopeful that adding a competitive factor will increase
Logan area planned before the end of 2022.
again.”
donations.
Though USU has held on to the trophy and won the
“Everyone has a bit of a competitive bone, so it can’t
competition for the past three years, Esplin said the most
hurt to make it a competition with Weber State,” Esplin
Jacee Caldwell is a senior studying
important part is the impact it makes.
said. “As I have talked with students in the past during
broadcast
journalism. Other than
“Blood drives save lives,” he said. “The drives on camthis event to encourage them to donate, the competition
her passion for writing, Jacee loves
pus are a great way for USU and the community to be
aspect of the drive has definitely pushed tentative donors
watching football, drinking Pepsi,
involved in a great cause together.”
to choose to donate for the first time. Aggies have lots of
wearing
Nike and gossiping about
In January, amid the Omicron surge, the Red Cross sent
school pride, and we don’t want to lose.”
“The Bachelor.”
out a press release declaring their first-ever blood crisis,
In addition to the motivation to keep the winning streak
saying it’s the worst blood shortage in over a decade.
going, donors will also receive a free t-shirt.
— jacee.caldwell@usu.edu
The press release stated, “Amid this crisis, doctors have
In a previous Statesman article, USU student Madison
G
been forced to make difficult decisions about who reShreve said the battle adds fun to what can otherwise be

By Jacee Caldwell
NEWS CONTENT MANAGER

T

ceives blood transfusions and who will need to wait until
more products become available.”
The Red Cross includes blood donor statistics on their
website to put the critical need into perspective.
“Nearly 5,000 units of platelets and 6,500 units of plasma are needed daily in the U.S.,” one reads.
Another states, “Every 2 seconds someone in the U.S.

Picking away at local food issues one pear at a time
By Jacee Caldwell
NEWS CONTENT MANAGER

T

he Cache Valley Gleaning Program,
founded by former Utah State
University Student Nutrition Access
Center director Kara Bachman in 2019,
works to reduce food waste and help prevent food insecurity.
The gleaning team harvests fruit and
vegetables and donates them to local food
pantries and nutrition centers like SNAC
and Cache Community Food Pantry.
The harvesting season runs from July to
October, and the gleaning team spends an
average of six hours a week picking the
fruits and vegetables — working in twohour sessions, three times a week.
And with all this work, the team is always
in need of some help. On average, the
gleaning program has five to eight volunteers per session, but they always hope to
have closer to 10.
The volunteers are expected to help pick
the fruits and vegetables, sort them and
prepare them to be donated.
One volunteer, Donell Hales, has been
volunteering for a month and a half and explained although volunteering has its perks,
like getting to take free fruit home, the best
part is seeing the positive impact on other
students.
“It’s so fun to hear when students are
going to SNAC and getting fruit, and they
taste it and they love it,” Hales said. “I think
it’s an awesome way to feel part of a community and help the community.”
Though there is no doubt to the gleaning

team they are
helping the
community, USU
student and
Cache Community Gleaning Program
coordinator Kate
Markman said
that it can be
hard to set goals
because they
can’t control
how the fruit or
PHOTOS BY Jacee Caldwell
vegetables will
Grade A pears picked from a pear tree by the gleaning team on Aug. 30.
turn out.
“Obviously we
expect to find at a grocery store. Grade B
have goals, but having set amounts of
means the fruit is good but needs some
poundage is difficult because it depends on
cleaning up from cracks or maybe bugs. If
the harvest season,” Markman said. “We
the fruit is worse than Grade B, then it’s no
have to be flexible, but a goal of mine this
good.
season has been to just gain more awareGrade B fruit is donated to USU Extension
ness.”
to be made into things like fruit leather and
Markman explained 40% of all food is
applesauce.
wasted in the U.S. Although she didn’t have
“We have two different crates, and as
specific local statistics, she said based on
people are picking, they just separate (the
her experience, that number probably looks
fruit) right then and there, so it’s not a huge
close to the same for Cache Valley.
process,” Markman said.
The USDA gleaning toolkit states, “Each
USU student and long-time volunteer Kalli
year, well over 100 billion pounds of food
Hull explained the need for fresh fruit and
are thrown away in this country.”
vegetables won’t ever go away.
To put that quantity into perspective, the
“Food recovery is a huge deal, especially in
gleaning team collected 112 pounds of
Cache Valley,” Hull said. “Having fresh progood fruit during one of their 45-minute
duce available for families and for the SNAC
pear-picking sessions on Aug. 30.
pantry will always be important. As long as
To determine which fruit is good or bad,
people keep needing nutritious diets, there
the volunteers evaluate it by grades. Grade
will be a need for gleaning.”
A means the fruit is in a condition you could
The gleaning team always encourages

Gleaning team volunteers look to find pears to pick during a gleaning session at a backyard in Logan.

students to volunteer, get involved and help
out the community and their peers.
“I think that as a student, oftentimes it is
easy to just have campus be your world,”
Markman said. “This is a great way to still
be involved with campus but to be expanding your world a little bit — outside of just
right here at Utah State — and engaging in
the community of Cache Valley.”
To volunteer, visit www.usu.edu/student-sustainability/cachegleaning and fill
out the Airtable link.

— jacee.caldwell@usu.edu
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Professors prepare for another
school year battle against cell phones
By Jacee Caldwell
NEWS CONTENT MANAGER

E

xcitement, frustration, nervousness, anxiety and
relief are just a few of the emotions many students
may be feeling as they head back to campus for
their first few weeks of classes.
Whether those feelings come from a sense of the
unknown or from early cases of senioritis, there is one
thing everyone can always seem to count on to get them
through — their cell phone.
According to a 2021 Pew Research Center study, 97% of
Americans own a cell phone and 85% own a smartphone.
A digital device has become a near necessity in daily
life. From online shopping, lightning-speed text messages and bank account transfers to social media threads,
sports highlights and answers only a Google search away,
there are countless ways cell phones shape the modern
experience.
But in a classroom setting, cell phones can offer two
things: 1) the most flexible and convenient educational
experience yet through virtual classes, real-time learning and instantaneous polls, or 2) a huge distraction
that decreases attention spans, motivation and student
well-being.
Some people, like Clair Canfield, a Utah State University communications professor, say cell phones have done
both.
“In many of my classes, the learning isn’t just something
that is rhetorical or cognitive, but it’s also experiential
or emotional, and so sometimes, when things get a little
uncomfortable — because we often have to be uncomfortable to grow or learn — then a cell phone has the potential to allow us an escape away from the discomfort,”
Canfield said. “A cell phone can pull you away from your
capacity to focus in that way.”
Still, Canfield said he’s allowed cell phones in the classroom before to help student engagement through online
activities like interactive polls.

But while professors can admit to both the positive and
negative effects of students’ easy access to digital devices,
some statistics show more harm is being done than good.
According to a 2015 study from University of Nebraska-Lincoln, undergraduates reported pulling out their
phone in class an average of 11.7 times per day for something non-related to school or the class.
A study by the University of California Irvine reported
after a distraction like checking an alert on your mobile
device, it can take an average of 23 minutes and 15 seconds to start focusing again.
Pulling out a cell phone doesn’t distract just the user,
either.
“It’s not only distracting having a cell phone there that
could potentially take their attention away, but even more
than that, if someone three rows up is on a laptop, it’s
really hard not to be distracted to look at what they’re
doing,” Canfield said.
Because the majority of students at Utah State University are Generation Z, most may not know of a school
experience any different.
USU sophomore Hayley Poll said though she has learned
to turn off phone notifications to prevent distractions
during class, she typically checks her phone an average of
three times per class.
“I don’t think it’s a problem because it is (a students’)
own choice to be attentive in class,” Poll said. “It only
affects them and the outcome of their grade.”
Universities aren’t the only ones fighting the battle
against cell phones. The problem may be starting with
bad habits in earlier education.
Davis County high school teacher Jamie Tanner said
no matter what she does, students disregard traditional
methods of learning to prioritize social media as their
source for new knowledge, absorbing what they think is
important.
“It truly is an obsession. To get students to stay focused
in the classroom gets harder and harder every year,” Tanner said. “It’s a major disservice to themselves to prepare

for college.”
But teachers and professors aren’t willing to concede
to this learning barrier just yet.
Canfield said the usage of cell phones has increased
throughout his 21 years of teaching, but despite the
problematic potential, it isn’t inherently a problem.
Ultimately, he believes opening up a conversation
about it can go a long way.
“I think addressing what those (problems) potentially
are and potential barriers that phone usage can have in
a classroom is a discussion worth having because they
aren’t going away,” Canfield said.
Tanner, on the other hand, said the only successful
method she’s seen is through earning respect.
“If I go out of my way to create a good relationship
with my students, they are much more willing to follow
my rules,” she said.
Since each professor has different methods of attempting to solve the problem, cell phone policies vary
from one professor to the next.
“Most of the professors I’ve had didn’t really mind if
you went on your phone or not,” Poll said.
Others, however, set early expectations. USU English
professor Jeremy Ricketts made a point to put his cell
phone policy in his English 3030 syllabus before class
even started.
“Above all, be courteous to your fellow classmates.
Part of this is controlling one’s cell phone—when in
class,” the syllabus reads. “You are not available to
answer calls or to send and receive texts—best to just
turn it off to avoid temptation.”
Regardless of what policy is set as the class expectation, most teachers and professors actively promote
full engagement in class so students can get the most
out of what they’re learning — after that, it’s up to the
student to make their own choice.
Read the rest of this story at usustatesman.com
— jacee.caldwell@usu.edu
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Student Financial Support remodels office
By Darcy Ritchie
MANAGING EDITOR

T

In addition to the new storefront for the Student Money
Management Center, another remodel change Whyte
pointed out was a different concept for the customer
service counters in the office.
“Before we had these long counters, and in a way it
kind of served as a barrier,” Whyte said. “So we wanted

to open up as much as we could to conversation, so that
we're very approachable and able to help students.”
On display in the new office is art by USU alumna Liesl
Cannon depicting Utah tourist attractions, as well as the
first financial aid award letter offered at the university in
1983.
Whyte said the remodel is beneficial to students because financial
restraints are the number one
reason students are not able to
attend or have to leave universities,
and Student Financial Support is
there to help connect students with
resources.
“Because we're involved in different federal or state regulations,
sometimes there's some red tape
or some complexities, and to go
through that yourself can be a little
frustrating,” Whyte said. “But if
students will come visit with us,
our team is here and qualified and
trained to help students to hopefully have a much more efficient and
friendly experience in finding the
resources to help pay for school.”
Student Financial Support will be
holding an open house outside its
office on Aug. 7 from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. For more information about
Student Financial Support, visit
usu.edu/financial-support.

his summer, the Student Financial Support office
in the Taggart Student Center was gutted and
remodeled. Though the office was still operating
remotely, its physical office reopened
for students on Aug. 4.
The university invested $390,000
of operational funds for the remodel, which executive director Craig
Whyte said is “student support
centered and will allow Student Financial Support to provide increased
customer service and support.”
The Student Financial Support
department includes the Financial
Aid Office, the Scholarship Office
and the Student Money Management Center. The three offices were
reorganized into Student Financial
Support in December 2021.
Whyte said the office is designed to
be a “one-stop shop.”
“If students have questions on any
federal, state or institutional scholarships, or awards or loans, they
can come here and we can help with
that,” Whyte said. “In addition, the
Student Money Management Center
is all about the financial literacy
— to helping students understand
budgets, expenses, forecasting, and
to really help them understand how
they can afford school, whether
that's working or through other
scholarships or awards.”
Before the remodel, the Student
Money Management Center did not
have a physical location. Whyte said
it became clear the center needed a
location for students to meet with
financial coaches, and there arose an
urgency to get a storefront for the
center.
The center’s new space is right at
the entrance of the Student Financial
Support office. It has a receptionist
area and two closed-door offices for
confidential conversations about
students’ financial situations.
Darrell Harris, the director of
the Student Money Management
Center, said he thinks the remodel
will “greatly increase” the number of
students they meet with.
“I think just being there on the
way to financial aid and scholarships
— that'll give the opportunity for
students to just see, ‘Hey, there's this
new center. What is this?’” Harris
PHOTOS BY Bailey Rigby
said. “Then they can talk to the reTop: The Student Financial Support office underwent construction during the summer. Bottom: A student talks to an employee at the
remodeled office on Sept. 1.
ceptionist and learn more.”

Darcy Ritchie is a senior
studying print journalism
and history. Outside of
running the Statesman,
she enjoys winning Kahoot,
planning elaborate parties
and eating Saltines with hot
sauce.
— darcy.ritchie@usu.edu

By Statesman Staff

O

n Aug. 24, President Joe Biden announced new
initiatives on student loan cancellation and
extended the pause on federal student loan
repayment through Dec. 31.
Christina Ayres, the director of Financial Aid and Scholarships at USU, put together the following information to
help inform students, faculty and staff about the changes
announced.
“A detailed document to comprehend the latest announcement is on the U.S. Department of Education
website. Utah State University also brings this and other
information for student loan forgiveness, repayment
deferral, and additional resources for qualified borrowers
on our Student Financial Support Loan Repayment page.
To access a Spanish language version of the White
House Press Release, visit Hoja Informativa de la Casa
Blanca: El presidente Biden anuncia alivio de préstamos
estudiantiles para prestatarios que más lo necesitan.
How do I know if I am eligible and what type of loans
qualify for the debt cancelation?
• You borrowed federal student loans before July
1, 2022.
• Loans include Direct or PLUS federal loans (Undergraduate subsidized and unsubsidized, Graduate
unsubsidized, or Graduate or Parent PLUS loans).

• $10,000 one-time cancelation of the total
amount borrowed for students with annual income
below $125,000 (single students), or $250,000
(married or head of household students)
• If you received a Pell Grant, borrowed loans in
college, and meet the income threshold, you qualify
for one-time $20,000 loan cancelation.
• Your total balance caps the total amount to be
canceled. Examples:
1. If the total borrowed is $28,500 and you
qualify for a $20,000 cancelation, you will end up with
an $8,500 balance.
2. If you have $7,500 borrowed and qualify for
a $10,000 cancelation, you will have $7,500 canceled
and zero balance.
What do I need to do to learn if I qualify for the federal student loans cancelation?
• Contact your federal student loan provider to
understand your student loans and check your balance. If you don’t know who your loan servicer is,
log in to your account on the Federal Student Aid
website to find out.
• Ensure your correct and current contact information (name, address, phone number). Loan
servicers will contact you about the next steps.
• If the U.S. Department of Education doesn’t
have your income data - or if you don’t know if
the U.S. Department of Education has your income

data, a simple application will launch by early October. You must submit this application before November 15th, 2022 to receive relief before payment
pause ends. Once completed, borrowers can expect
relief within 4 to 6 weeks.
• If you have a loan balance left after the debt
relief cancelation, or if the loan forgiveness has not
occurred yet, prepare to start repaying your loans
in January 2023 if you are in the repayment phase.
The freeze will end on December 31, 2022.
• If you want to be notified by the U.S. Department of Education when the application is open,
please sign up on the Department of Education
subscription page.
What is the Public Service Loan Forgiveness
program, and how do I qualify?
The Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program forgives
the remaining balance on your federal student loans after
120 payments working full-time for federal, state, Tribal,
local government, military, or qualifying non-profit
employees. To check if you are eligible and apply for the
limited waiver, visit and submit an application no later
than October 31, 2022, at StudentAid.Gov/PSLF.
Please visit our website for more information about
our Student Financial Support services at usu.edu/financial-support.”

You could be here
Find Out How
Study Abroad Fair

Sponsored by
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Aggie Radio hosts first conce

Kipper Snack performs on the Quad.

PHOTOS BY Kate Smith

Cactus Tree performs at the Big Agg Show.
By Leah Call
LIFESTYLES STAFF REPORTER

L

ast Thursday, Aggie Radio hosted Utah
State University’s annual Big Agg Show,
featuring local pop and alternative artists, on the Quad as part of the university’s
Weeks of Welcome activities.
The Big Agg Show has a rich history at USU.
One of the first shows ever hosted by Aggie
Radio, it has been held annually for over 10
years. The show is USU’s parody of the Big Ass
Show, a popular rock festival held in Salt Lake
City.
“The Big Agg Show has, in my opinion, always become one of those historic moments
that a lot of students remember as their first
Utah State experience,” said student media
adviser Nate Laursen.

Before becoming the big names they are today, alt/rock bands The Backseat Lovers and
The National Parks got their start performing
at Big Agg Show on, right here at Utah State.
Headlining this year’s event was local band
Dad Bod, following performances from Cardinal Bloom, Kipper Snack, Beeson, Sky Olson and Cactus Tree. Sky Olson and Cardinal
Bloom have both previously played at Logan
City Limits, the end-of-year concert hosted by Aggie Radio. The other four acts were
performing for the first time at an Aggie Radio-hosted event.
Dad Bod consists of six members: Michael,
Matthew and Marcus Marinos, as well as Russ
Allphin, Jonny Seegmiller and Michael Morgan. They first started jamming together with
a keyboard, a guitar and a drum set purchased
on Facebook Marketplace.

The band name originates from the dad bod
joke that circled the internet in 2015.
“It for some reason stuck, so we just went
with it,” lead singer Michael Marinos said. “It
was like a joke that turned into something we
now can’t change. I feel like people immediately react as soon as you tell them.”
Big Thief, The Beatles and Randy Newman
have been recent inspirations for Dad Bod’s
music. Their songwriting process typically
starts with one person writing a progression
or a bassline and goes from there.
Dad Bod currently has their music on Spotify and Apple Music. Their most recent album,
“Pastels,” was released in 2021.
Being on tour helped helped the band prepare
for the Big Agg Show. Marinos said since they
have been playing so much on tour, they had
time to fine tune their set.

Opening for Dad Bod was Utah
Cardinal Bloom.
Cardinal Bloom draws musical
from Dr. Dog, The Beatles, John
Floyd, Tame Impala, Young the Gi
Iver. The band will be releasing th
gle to music streaming platform
Sept. 9.
“We’re really excited to play t
Show,” said lead guitarist and voc
John. “I went to school at Utah
remember I went to the Big Agg
freshman. I thought it was just
thing, and I barely knew how to
and I never would’ve thought yea
be playing it.”
Pop artist and college student J
is another of the five artists who p
concert. She has been playing guit

@averybrental

@sophie_vevo

Monsters University is so unrealistic
because not once did they have to
deal with Duo mobile two-factor
authorization

i love every maverik in cache valley and
they all have their own identities. the
one on airport road has the best playlists
tho

h-based band

l inspiration
Mayer, Pink
iant and Bon
heir next sinms on Friday,

the Big Agg
calist Joey St.
State, and I
g Show as a
the coolest
o play guitar,
ars later we’d

Jane Beeson
played at the
tar and mak-

Tori Smith is the lead singer of Cactus Tree.

Morgan Fish plays guitar in Sky Olson’s band.

ing music since she was 12.
Beeson has a few singles out on streaming
services, including songs “Pink Light” and
“Syrup.”
She gave a word of advice to those currently
working toward a music career.
“You should learn how to take credit for what
you’ve done, while also honoring the people
around you, and those things aren’t mutually
exclusive,” Beeson said. “I feel that a big theme
in my life lately has been owning the work I’ve
put into my music and what I’ve done to get
myself here, and not attributing my success to
outside factors.”
The Aggie Radio station manager and main
organizer of the show, Audrey Flood, broke
down the process of planning and organizing
a school-wide event of this magnitude. Flood
and Laursen have worked together, attend-

ing shows throughout Utah and scouting for
artists that would cater well to student music
tastes at USU.
“The purpose of the Big Agg Show is — we
are very focused on promoting the local music
in the valley,” Flood said. “We work really hard
for this show, especially at the beginning of the
year, so people can get exposure to these artists. You always hear about people on the Top
40 chart, but there is really great music right
in the valley.”

— A02395831@usu.edu

Two concert attendees dance to the live music.

@Poptropica

@GageCarling

@USUAggies

Yung Gravy sounds like a Poptropica
name

Today is my first time ever having a class in Ray B West and
now I have collected the infinity
gauntlet of having a class in every
major building on campus

college
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How Calvin Tyler Jr. overcame adversity
By Jake Ellis
SPORTS CONTENT MANAGER

I

n 2018, things were looking up for running back
Calvin Tyler Jr. As a true freshman at Power Five
school Oregon State the year before, Tyler appeared
in eight games and carried the ball three times for the
Beavers. He even had a 10-yard rush against the mighty
USC Trojans. When two senior running backs graduated,
Tyler had the experience under his belt to move up the depth
chart and make a more significant impact. That is, until he
tore his ACL.
The season-ending injury stopped Tyler in his tracks and
forced him to reassess.
“It made me realize I’m not above nobody, and anything
can be taken from you, anytime,” Tyler said. “That was a
very humbling experience for me. And once I got on my
feet, I felt like I couldn’t be defeated (any) more. I hit the
bottom of the bottom. So once that happened, that really
humbled me, and I was hungry.”
The 2018 season also brought running back Jermar
Jefferson into the Oregon program from the transfer portal.
He became the Beavers’ lead back over the next two seasons, and Tyler decided it was time for a change.
“I just needed a fresh start,” Tyler said during a Utah State
Q&A session last September.
That’s where Utah State came in. Tyler arrived and was
coached by a familiar face from Oregon State, USU’s
running backs coach and former Aggie quarterback,
Chuckie Keeton. When Tyler had made his recruiting visit
to Corvallis, Oregon, Keeton was the graduate assistant
assigned to drive Tyler and his family around.
“I already had that relationship, so once I came here, I
already knew what type of guy he was,” Tyler said. “It was
just him, in like a bigger position.”
That prior relationship meant they had established trust.
On top of that, Tyler could relate to Keeton, as they both
suffered similar knee injuries.

PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby
Running back Calvin Tyler Jr. warms up before playing UConn.

Keeton has tried to preach that what Tyler has overcome
should help fuel him against the challenges he now faces.

“Those should all be kind of milestones that he’s passed up
and that he can bank on to say, ‘Man, I ran across a tough
situation, and I beat it,’” Keeton said. “Really, anything else
that gets thrown his way, he should be able to not just confront but should be able to succeed against whatever situation comes his way.”
It’s clear from Tyler’s performance that he has overcome
the problems he faced as a Beaver. Last season, he led the
team with 884 rushing yards on 196 carries and 7 rushing
touchdowns. Tyler finished the season as 62nd in the nation
for rushing yards, even though he missed two games after
breaking a bone in his hand against UNLV. If Tyler had kept
his pace in the games he missed, he would have finished
with over 1,000 yards, which would have been good enough
for a top-50 finish in the national ranking.
“By me getting hurt and missing (those) couple of games,
that kind of made me fall back and wait, because I was
leading the conference at one point,” Tyler said. “But it’s all
God’s plan at the end of the day. And I know, (I’m) going
to stay healthy this year, and just prove a lot of other people
wrong.”
When Tyler did come back last season, it took him some
time to get back into form. But he put together two games
with over 100 rushing yards against Wyoming and in the
Jimmy Kimmel LA Bowl. Tyler’s bowl performance was
especially meaningful to him because it came over his former squad, Oregon State.
“It was a great feeling, beating them guys and just showing
that I could have (done) that there,” Tyler said. “I knew we
(were) going to win that game from the start.”
Left tackle Alfred Edwards saw the potential Tyler had
when he was not injured last season and thought Tyler’s last
few games of the season were where “he was running really
hard.”
“I believe that he’s going to build off of that,” Edwards
said. “It’s our second year in this offense and last year, we
were just getting started. So we really want to run the rock
this year.”
Edwards is not the only one who thinks Tyler could have a
huge season this year. Tyler has received national attention
after being named a preseason candidate for the 2022 Doak
Walker Award, which is given to the nation’s top running
back every year.
But the main focus beyond any individual accolade is
another Mountain West championship. The entire team is
locked in on doing what they can to repeat, but for players
like Edwards and Tyler, who are both graduate seniors, the
championship is their final chance to play college football.
“We really want to just end this year off with a bang,”
Edwards said. “It’s our last one, so we’re really trying to
lead these guys to another championship, another great year,
so we can be sent off with a good season.”
For Tyler, that leadership opportunity means using his
experiences to push his teammates.
“In our room, we like to talk and share our stories,” Tyler
said. “Them knowing my story and knowing not to give up.
All it takes is hard work and dedication. It’s just grinding,
just believing in yourself. That’s the main thing. Just believing in yourself. Because it’s easy to give up and (lose) faith,
especially with college football.”
It’s clear that Tyler’s leadership is rubbing off on the room.
Running back John Gentry called Tyler a “great leader,” a

“big brother” to the running backs and “one of the realest
people” he has met in a while.
“He makes sure that we understand what’s going on,”
Gentry said. “He doesn’t leave anybody out of anything.”
As for what he can do on the field, Tyler’s main goal is to
“win championships,” but he also has his future to think of.
He wants to put up the production his team needs and prove
he can be an NFL running back.
“I want to get the recognition and just prove that I’m one
of the best backs in the nation, and hopefully get drafted,”
Tyler said.
While it is no guarantee, his teammates and coaches

PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby
Running back Calvin Tyler Jr. carries the ball against UConn. Tyler finished
with a career-best 161 yards on 33 carries in a 31-20 USU victory.

believe he is capable of reaching that peak.
“I think it’s possible,” Keeton said.
“I expect Calvin to do way more than what he did last
year,” Gentry said.
Jake Ellis is a senior studing journalism. When he’s not covering the
Aggies, Jake mourns the end of the
Gobert-Mitchell age of Jazz
basketball.
— jacob.ellis@usu.edu
@JakeEllisonair

Calvin Tyler Jr.
#4 • RB
Get to know the player...
Q: What’s your favorite sports movie?
A: “Gridiron Gang.”
Q: If you had to play for another USU team,
what team would it be?
A: Basketball. I’m a hooper.
Q: What is your guilty pleasure song?
A: “bad guy” (by) Billie Eilish.
Q: What is your number one red flag in other
people?
A: Not brushing your teeth.

Expect more stories and content like this in the 2022 Fall
Sports Preview distributed at
the USU Football game against
Weber State on Sept. 10.

Ajani Carter

Cooper Legas

#12 • CB

#5 • QB

Get to know the player...

Get to know the player...

S
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T
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Q: If you had to play for another USU team,

Q: What’s your favorite sports
movie?
what
team would it be?
A: “The Blind Side.”
A: I think basketball would be the most fun,
but it’d
probably
Q: If you had to play for another
USU
team, be the one I’d be worst at. I
don’t know. Probably not the best choice, but I
what team would it be?
basketball.
A: Well, if we had a baseballlike
team,
I would’ve
Q:
What
is your guilty pleasure song?
played on the baseball team.
A:
All
of
Q: What is your guilty pleasure song? Justin Bieber’s “My World 2.0”
Great
A: I don’t really (have) one, album.
I’ll listen
to album.
Q:
What
is
your number one red flag in other
whatever.
people?
Q: What is your number one red flag in other
A: There’s a lot honestly, but something I can
people?
say on camera: I can’t do bad breath.
A: Stinky breath and bad teeth.
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Spaulding: Everyone has a place here

W

elcome Back!
There is nothing quite like the beginning of school! I can feel
a certain buzz in the air, and the excitement of new possibilities.
As I write this, I am in a busy on-campus cafe, and I realize how much I
have missed it! Whether career
or academic exploration, the
possibility of new friends, or the
hope of meaningful student involvement, there seems to be an
air of optimism and hope at the
beginning of the year! I am starting my eighth semester at Utah
State University, and I know this
feeling well.
However, I know that not
everyone may feel the same. I
know a lot of you are feeling
overwhelmed with doubt, fear,
and stress. The scary thing about
a new year is that there are
often no guarantees. With this
in mind, I want to talk a little
about my own involvement and
educational journey, as well as
the wealth of potential that we
all have.
Aside from one semester living
at home in 2017, I started school
full time in the fall of 2019. Due
to some poor planning on my
part, my mom had to choose
my class schedule while I was
away on a mission. She even declared my major for me! I was lucky to have
the support of some friends I knew from high school. However, I moved into
on-campus housing where I did not know anyone. I did not take the Connections course, and I had no idea what involvement opportunities were
available to students. Even so, I made a goal to say yes to every interesting
opportunity I could reasonably and consistently carry out.
This was the beginning of a few years of exploration. I changed my major
four times and often failed to find the opportunities I was looking for. I
knew there was something I wanted, but I did not know what. The spread of
COVID-19 did not help. It is tough to network with people over Zoom! But I
kept believing that I would find whatever I was looking for.
Around the beginning of my Junior year, the right opportunities showed
up. I applied for some Utah State University Student Association (USUSA)
council positions and I added an Anticipatory Intelligence minor! From there,
I was lucky to take on several great roles, including exciting internships and
my current job as the USUSA Chief of Staff. As Chief of Staff, I assist with administrative needs for all student officers, both in Logan and other Statewide
Campuses.
I share this story for a few reasons. First, I know a lot of students that
have lived through a similar pattern. They came to school not knowing what
to study or how to be involved. However, as they experimented and made
connections, things started to work out. Secondly, my involvement experience was not typical. I was not immediately drawn to most of the events,
traditions, or committees that we usually think about (although they are
wonderful and I enjoy them much more now). However, I was able to find

other routes of involvement that best suited my interests. While I do not know
anyone who has had the “perfect college experience”, I do believe that everyone has a place here!
A few thoughts. The USUSA theme for this year is “We Are One.” I do not
just believe that personally. I
have seen it lived by all of you!
The Anticipatory Intelligence
program recruits students across
all campus disciplines, and is
much more enriching for it! I
have seen firsthand the value of
building friendships and gaining
perspectives from those you
might not immediately relate to.
Additionally, I have met many
individuals that immediately
treat everyone as a friend. They
celebrate differences and treat
others with respect. While there
is a lot of room for improvement,
I am encouraged by what I see.
Also, please reach out to others! Professors are there to help
you, especially in academic and
career exploration. Perhaps the
greatest regret I have from my
experience so far is not networking enough with my professors.
Most of them love mentoring
and connecting with students,
SUBMITTED PHOTO and they can provide great direction and career opportunities.
My fellow USUSA officers are here for you as well. Please stop by and come
say hi! Office hours are posted online, and you can come in just to talk! Reach
out to your college’s senator, and they will help you find opportunities in your
chosen field of study. We are not too busy to talk to you! I wish I had known
this earlier. It would have saved me a lot of time!
Remember, among all of this, to prioritize your mental and financial health.
Burnout is real! Pace yourself and remember that you do not have to do
everything at once. If you fail, know that you are in good company. I believe
that all of the world’s most successful people have failed in some part of their
journeys. If you never fail, you are probably doing it wrong! And if you find
yourself struggling with chronic mental health concerns, please reach out to
university professionals. They are here to help!
I am confident that each of you have something unique and great to offer.
I cannot wait to see what this year will bring. Go Aggies!!

Nicklaus Spaulding is the USUSA chief of staff. He is
a senior studying data analytics and political science.
— chiefofstaff.ususa@usu.edu

hiring committee. “James was a clear choice.
We could tell that he was a servant leader.”
VP Morales supported students and leaders in
accomplishing their goals. Trevor Sean Olsen
(2015-16) shared, “He would never say ‘no’ to
students. He empowered everyone. Even if it’s
telling them it won’t work out how they envision it, he helps them find a new way.”
Lucas Stevens (2021-22) explained, “James is
at the center of every major advancement for
students over the last thirteen years— whether
it was in a direct leadership, supportive, or
advisory role, he significantly contributed.”
Some of these projects related to campus
include spearheading the robust, multi-year
creation of the Aggie Recreation Center and
Aggie Legacy Fields, renovations of the Taggart
Student Center, and the Mural Competition.
“A lot of the things we love around campus
are due to James,” said Sami Ahmed (201921).
Doug Fiefia (2013-15) stated, “In my time at
USU, there was no bigger advocate for student
voice, fees, and diversity, equity, and inclusion.”
Our culture made huge improvements in
terms of DEI under VP Morales’s leadership.
Some items we can point to are the formation
of the Inclusion Center and many student
PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby cultural groups, free menstrual products in
restrooms, and designated gender-inclusive
midst coverage of the Student Affairs
housing.
Division’s “leadership change,” I feel
VP Morales also demonstrated a commitment
the need to commemorate the work of
to transparency and providing students with
former Vice President for Student Affairs, James
mental health resources and basic needs. He
Morales, on behalf of Utah State University stuconsistently commented in the Statesman,
dents. From large-scale initiatives to individual
fought to increase Counseling and Psychological
empathy, VP Morales leaves a lasting, wideServices funding, and advocated for the Student
spread legacy.
Health and Wellness Center to hire a psychiaI’ve experienced moments where I felt lost,
trist.
like I didn't belong, and like dropping out.
Olsen described, “He has his own budget from
Fortunately, I had people in my corner that
the university, and he set a large chunk of that
supported me when I needed help and believed
aside to help students in financial need.” This
in me when I didn’t believe in myself. Vice Preshardship fund helped students dealing with
ident Morales is one of those people.
situations like abuse at home or unemployment.
As a Latino, first-generation college student,
VP Morales elevated the issue of food insecurity
I look up to VP Morales. When I asked to
and supported the Student Nutrition Access
interview him for a leadership paper, he took
Center in serving struggling students.
the time to meet with me. He proceeded to give
Michael Scott Peters (2017-18) observed,
me advice that inspired me to get out of my
“There’s a lot that he oversaw as VP, but in evcomfort zone and run for the position I currenterything that he did, he thought about the one,
ly hold. I thought I was incapable of serving in
not just the generic public, but all corners of all
a leadership role, but he told me I was capable
campuses.” Through VP Morales’s support, stuof doing whatever I set my mind to as long as I
dents on campuses throughout the state began
had the heart and the grit to make it happen.
to be represented and were united within our
VP Morales has changed my life and those of
student government.
countless students throughout his tenure. To
Not to mention his work in strengthening
better understand his impact over the last thiruniversity recruitment and providing students
teen years, I reached out to the former student
with safe campus experiences through COVID.
body presidents who worked closely with him.
Everything mentioned is just the tip of the
Tyler Tolson (2009-11) was on VP Morales’s
iceberg. He assisted in countless developments

A

without credit that have benefited students. I
couldn’t fit all of them into an entire issue of
the Statesman, let alone a column.
Erik Mikkelsen (2011-12) commented, “He
leaves a great legacy at USU. But his greatest
contribution isn’t in the policies, structures,
or budget allocations, but in the lives he
touched… He’s a great example to me for the
teams I lead, not being out in front taking the
credit but being behind, coaching, and lifting
up.”
In terms of his personal qualities and leadership, Stevens remarked, “James is the pinnacle
of professionalism and integrity… He embodies the best qualities of the Aggie family.”
Ahmed recalled, “James is always very positive. He never said anything negative to me
about anybody, especially university leaders.”
Ashley Waddoups (2016-17) said, “He was
extremely approachable and you could tell he
sincerely cared about students.”
Christian Thrapp (2012-13) remembered,
“I know that in careers, some people can get
really cutthroat about stuff, but James always
looked for opportunities where students and
administration won.”
In addition to his example of true leadership,
VP Morales’s personal impact is enduring.
Tolson wrote, “He was and will continue to
be a mentor to students. I connect with James
multiple times a year to this day, even 11 years
after I worked with him in ASUSU. I lead my
company today with the same principles I
learned from him.”
“The real magic of James’ leadership is his
ability to connect with the individual. Time
and time again, I saw students funnel into his
office. Whether it was a problem in school or
at home, he helped them solve the issues they
were going through.” shared Fiefia.
Jaren Hunsaker (2018-19) said, “I can’t
thank him enough. Whenever I look back at
USU, my time there is always filled with memories of James... He was the most committed
person to his role that I met at USU.”
Evident through his systemic and personal
legacy, VP Morales has set the standard of
someone who’s dedicated to serving USU students. VP Morales’s successor has big shoes to
fill, and we deserve someone who will be just
as passionate, accessible, and empowering.
On behalf of students, past and present,
thank you, Dr. Morales.
Abraham Rodriguez is the USUSA executive
vice president. He is a senior studying marketing
and public relations.
— executivevp.ususa@usu.edu
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Rodriguez: Students are thankful for VP Morales
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USU SURPLUS
Students who show their student
I.D. cards get an additional 25% off
all computers and computer
accessories.
Choose from a wide variety of Mac
products as well as regular towers.

Get high quality
computers for an
affordable price!

Last week’s solution:

Visit us at 880 E 1250 N, Logan, UT 84341
Call us at (435) 797-2083
Open from Monday through Friday

Sudoku puzzles are provided by
www.sudokuoftheday.com.
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Kipper Snack performs on the Quad for the Big Agg Show on Sept. 1.
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